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Issue 02/08 – May 08  
 
·  Up coming Events 
·  Messages from OC 
·  Lees Trophy Inspection 
·  Pilot Officer Azizian heads 

off to Phoenix 
·  Parents do Heartstart 
·  Intake Training Weekend 
·  Flying and Gliding 
·  Local Community Events 
·  Thank you to Bicester Town 

Council 
·  Visit to Duxford 
·  Welcome home to Troops 

of 23 Pioneer Regiment 
·  Navigation Walk 
·  Visit to Conkers 
·  Moonraker 
·  Wing Review 
·  Sports 
 
Editors: Mrs Williams and   

  Flt Lt Breward 
 
The Staff  
 
OC:  Flt Lt Breward 
DOC: Fg Off Wastie  

Plt Off Azizian 
 Sgt Lewis 
CIs Mr Blatcher 
 Mr Brafield 

Mr Gidney 
Mr Kelly 
Mrs Peck 
Miss Robinson 
Mr Sloan 
Miss Sutcliffe 
Mrs Wastie 
Mrs Williams 

SIs Cpl Cole 
 SAC Brown 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parade nights:  
Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings from 1845 until 2145 
at Duclos Hall, 
DE&S Caversfield,  
Skimmingdish Lane  
Bicester 
 
Band Night Sunday 1900-2100 
(in preparation for parades) 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Sports 
Monday 1900 -2000 
 
Up coming events  
 
(Please put these events in 
your diary) 
 
June 
 
Tues 3 Lees Trophy 

Inspection 
Sun 8 Civic Parade 
Sat 14 RAF Experience 

Day 
Sat 28 – 
Sun 29 

Waddesdon Open 
Day 

Sat 28 – 
Sun 29 

Wing Challenge 
@ Bramley 

 
July 
 
Sun 6 Bicester Carnival 
Wed 23 Flying 
Thurs 
31 

Flying 

Sat 26 – 
Fri 1 
Aug 

Summer Camp – 
RAF Waddington 

 
August 
 
Wed 6 Flying 
Wed 20 Flying 
Sun 31 Flying 
 
 

   
 
Messages from the OC  
 
We have had a great 2008 so 
far.  Intake 18 was our most 
successful intake to date.  Of 
the 14 that started 12 cadets 
completed their probationary 
period.   
 
Intake 19 have now started 
and we are no longer allowed 
to call them  
probationers: now they are 
‘junior cadets’.  As you will see 
from below I am immensely 
proud that we won the 
competition to be the best 
squadron in the South West of 
England.  I am looking forward 
to a slightly quieter summer. 
 
Lees Trophy Inspection  
 
As I’m sure all parents are 
aware, at the beginning of 
April our Squadron was put 
forward to represent the Wing 
as the best Squadron in the 
South West Region.  The staff 
and cadets worked extremely 
hard to ensure that the 
inspecting team saw the 
Squadron in its best light. After 
much cleaning, floor polishing 
and paperwork preparation the 
big night arrived.   
 
The cadets took part in 
initiative exercises, band 
project, sports, and radio 
project, and the inspecting 
team lead by Group Captain 
Remlinger, the Regional 
Commandant for the South 
West Region, examined the 
Squadron and all the activities.   
 

BICESTER CHAT 
 
The newsletter of 2507 (Bicester) Squadron, Air Training Corps 



�
�

 - 2 - 

 
 
We are happy to report that we 
have received notification that 
we have been chosen to go 
through to the next stage of 
the competition.  This means 
we are now only one of six 
squadrons competing for this 
prestigious national trophy.   
 
Our next inspection will be 
on 3 June , and we will find out 
shortly after that if we have 
been chosen as the best 
squadron in the UK.  Gp Cpt 
Remlinger congratulated 2507 
Squadron on getting so far 
saying ‘A special well done to 
2507 and the best of luck to 
them in the competition that 
lies ahead’. 
 
Pilot Officer Azizian heads 
off to Phoenix  
 
At the end of April, Pilot Officer 
Azizian left us temporarily to 
head of to Phoenix Arizona to 
start the flying phase of his 
airline pilot training.  He will be 
learning to fly jet planes in  
order to take up a post with 
Thomas Cook Airlines at the 
end of his training.  We will all 
miss him, and have already 
contacted him several times to 
find out how the squadron 
computers work. 
 
First Parents Take Part in 
Heartstart  
 
As you know, part of the 
Cadets probation period also 
involves them learning Heart 
Start.  During April, as part of 
our Lees Trophy inspection, 

we took the initiative to roll out 
the programme further afield 
and invite relatives of cadets to 
come along and take part.  
This would also help them to 
understand what ‘their’ cadets 
get up to during Squadron 
time.  With the promise of a 
choccie biscuit and a cup of 
tea we had a class of eleven, 
comprising parents, brothers 
and sisters, who signed up for 
the two night programme, 
which coincided with the first 
stage of the Lees Trophy 
Inspection .  Good fun was 
had by all, and we even 
managed to entice Gp Cpt 
Remlinger, who was 
inspecting the squadron, to be 
a dummy for Sgt Lewis to 
demonstrate the abdominal 
thrust.   Our thanks and 
congratulations go to all of 
those who took part and we 
look forward to sending out 
their certificates.  There will be 
further opportunities for 
parents, brothers and sisters 
to take part in this training.  JP 
 
Intake Training Weekend –  
Youlbury Scout Camp  
 
In April four members of Staff 
and 11 cadets from Intake 19 
headed off on a cold Friday 
night to Youlbury Scout Camp 
for an intake training weekend.  
The purpose of the weekend 
was for the cadets to take part 
in team building and initiative 
exercises with the aim of 
making them feel part of the 
Squadron, and get to know 
each other and the staff better.   
 

 

The cadets took part in several 
fun activities including a 
navigation exercise around the 
camp where they had to find 
clues, archery (well done 
Moyse for winning by a mile), 
a night exercise where they 
had to find ‘yellow bird’, aka CI 
Sutcliffe, buried in the woods, 
a team climbing exercise 
called Jacob’s Ladder and a 
camouflage and concealment 
exercise where they had to 
pretend to be trees.   
 
Several of the cadets also 
launched themselves off a 
high balancing post onto a 
trapeze.  Flt Lt Breward and 
Mrs Williams bottled out of this 
one but Miss Sutcliffe had a 
go! 
 

 
 
The cadets also had to try their 
hand at all the practical tasks 
associated with camping, such 
as pitching tents, cooking on 
trangias, building a fire and 
sleeping in the freezing cold! 
 
All of the cadets seemed to 
enjoy themselves and are still 
coming to cadets regularly (we 
didn’t scare any of them off)!   
 
We hope to repeat this activity 
with every new intake, and I’m 
sure parents will be pleased to 
know we will be giving 
shopping and cooking lessons 
before we go next time! 
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Flying   
 
We have several flying slots in 
the summer holiday at RAF 
Benson.  The dates are Wed 
23 and Thurs 31 July and 
Weds 6 20 and 31 August. 
 
Names on the Board please!   
 
Supporting the local 
Community  
 
Once again the Squadron has 
been busy serving the local 
Bicester Community at events.  
We again provided the band 
for the St George’s Day 
Parade in Bicester town 
centre, and will be 
accompanying the mayor’s 
civic parade on 8 June.  We 
will also be helping out again 
at the annual Bicester Carnival 
in July.  
 
Thank you Bicester Town 
Council  
 
Bicester Town Council have 
recently informed us that they 
will be awarding us a grant of 
£800 towards our musical 
instruments fund.  We will be 
collecting our grant from 
Bicester Town Council on 
Monday 9 June. 
 
We have also been informed 
that we will be one of the 
selected charities for the new 
mayoral year.  We welcome 
the new Mayor of Bicester 
Pauline Liddington. A big 
thank you for all of the Town 
Council’s ongoing support.   

Welcome to our new Cadet 
Intake  
 
A new intake of Cadets – 
Intake 19 - started on 29 April.  
We welcome them.  They are 
Bellringer, Burroughs, Giles, 
Jones, McKeon and O’ 
Sullivan.  The next intake will 
be in the last week of August 
 
Visit to the Imperial War 
Museum Duxford  
 
Over the Easter weekend a 
group of Cadets and 
Instructors visited the Imperial 
War Museum at Duxford, and 
the American War Cemetery in 
Cambridge.  It was a very cold 
day but all of the Cadets were 
enthusiastic.  Duxford has a 
new display of military aircraft 
in a new hangar and the 
Cadets spent several hours 
looking round all the hangars.  
They saw one of the first 
examples of a concorde, a 
new display representing 
American Aviation, and lots of 
aircraft under repair in 
preparation for the summer 
airshows.   
 
Moonraker  
 
Moonraker was a night 
orienteering charity walk, 
raising money for cancer and 
leukaemia research.  The walk 
was 10 miles in the mud and 
rain in Wendover Woods.  49 
teams took part in the fund 
raising activity, including three 
teams from 2507 Squadron.   
 
I am pleased to report that the 
staff team comprising Miss 
Sutcliffe, Cpl Cole, Mr Sloan 
and Plt Officer Azizian came 
second.  The squadron raised 
over £2500 in total and the 
squadron itself will receive half 
of this amount.  Well done to 
all the cadets for raising so 

much money, especially to Cdt 
Dixon who raised over £600. 
 
Fun was had by all the cadets 
that took part and they are 
eager to apply for the next 
challenge.  ZS 
 
Easter Camp  
 
Over the Easter break Cpl 
Morris and Mr Brafield 
attended Easter Camp at RAF 
Waddington.   
 

 
 
The Cadets were able to take 
part in lots of activities such as 
shooting and visiting the many 
aeroplanes based around the 
site, including Sentries, 
Nimrods, Tornadoes and 
Jaguars. 
 
There were several site visits 
to different parts of the site 
including the Fire Section, 51 
and 53 Squadrons, and the 
RAF Police Dog section. 
 

 
 
There were also visits off site 
to go bowling, to visit the city 
of Lincoln, and a Museum visit 
to see the Battle of Britain 
Memorial flight.   
The highlight of the camp for 
Cpl Morris was the visit to the 
RAF Police Dog training 
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section, where the dogs and 
their handlers took part in a 
display to demonstrate their 
skills.  The handlers dressed 
up in padded clothing and the 
dogs had to attack them as if 
they were suspects. EM 
 
Wing Review  
 
On 27 April Bicester Squadron 
took part in a Wing Review to 
celebrate the 90th Birthday of 
the RAF.  400 cadets from 26 
squadrons took part in the 
celebration at RAF Halton near 
Aylesbury.  Group Captain 
Gammage, who is the station 
commander at RAF Halton 
was the reviewing officer on 
the day and inspected all of 
the cadets on parade.   
 

 
 
Several members of Bicester 
Squadron played musical 
instruments in the wing band, 
and provided music 
throughout.  The parade took 
place in front of about 200 
people including parents of 
cadets and local dignitaries. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Return of the 23 rd 
Pioneer Regiment  
 
On February 3 Bicester Town 
Council hosted a celebration to 
welcome back the troops of 
23rd Pioneer Regiment who 
had been serving overseas 
with the Army.  2507 Squadron 
lent their support by 
demonstrating a drill sequence 
in the main arena. 
 
Visit our Online shop  
 
Did you know that if you do 
your shopping online via our 
website that a percentage of 
what you spend will be 
donated by the companies you 
shop with to our Squadron 
funds? 
 
Hundreds of famous names 
are represented, including 
Tesco, Next, John Lewis etc.  
We will also get donations if 
you buy selected car 
insurance or hire, book 
holidays or subscribe to Sky or 
BT Broadband.  We will get 
£20 if you join the National 
Trust, and £85 if you buy a 
new home or car insurance 
policy with Zurich. 
 
There are also lots of freebies 
to be had and discounts for 
you on goods bought with 
some of the companies.  
Current offers include: buy at 
hmv and you get free delivery.  
Buy over £25 of Father’s Day 
gifts at Thornton’s and receive 
free delivery, buy a Sony 
Walkman from John Lewis and 
you will be given a free leather 
case or mini speakers. 
 
Please see our website for 
further details.  The link to our 
online shop is a purple icon at 
the bottom of the home page. 
 
www.bicester-atc.co.uk 
 

Conkers  
 
In early May several squadron 
members spent a fun day at 
the Conkers Activity Centre.  
The centre has been created 
in an old mine-head and 
provides an eco-friendly 
experience including treetop 
walks, assault course, rope 
ladders and nature trails. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Sports  
 
The Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards at Bronze and Silver 
level is split into two parts.  
The first part is a weekend 
expedition, and the second 
part is to take part in a regular 
sporting programme in order to 
improve general fitness.  Many 
cadets complete the weekend 
expedition, but need to take 
part in the sporting 
programme.  In order that they 
can do this, we will be laying 
on a sporting evening every 
Monday night from 7pm to 
8pm.  These sessions will be 
run by Cdt Sgt Williams who 
has recently completed his 
Community Sports Leader’s 
Award.  We hope as many 
cadets as possible will take 
part and complete their Award. 
 
Contact via email  
 
The Squadron would really like 
to be able to contact all 
parents by email (this saves 
letters being lost en-route in 
cadets pockets). Please can 
those parents who don’t 
receive this newsletter by 
email let us have their email 
address as soon as possible 
 
CONTACT US 
 
Sqn Phone  (01869) 249416 
(ring on parade nights or leave 
message on answerphone) 
Web  www.bicester-atc.co.uk 
Email   2507@aircadets.org 


